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APPROVED-The 20th day of April, A. D. 1921. 

WM. C. SPROUL. 

No. 107. 

AN AC:' 

To amend sectfon one of an act, approved the third day of May, 
one thousand nine hundred and nine (Pamphlet Laws, four 
hundred and seventeen), entitled "An act for the safrty of 
persons from fire or panic in certain buildings, not in cities of 
the first and second classes; by providing proprr exits, firc
escapes. fire-rxtinguishers, and other preventives of fire; by vest
ing jurisdiction for the enforcement of this act in the De
partmrnt of I~actory Inspection; and by providing proper pen
alties for any violation of the same," as amended. · 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That section one of an 
act, approved the third day of May, one thousand nine 
hundred and nine (Pamphlet Laws, fo11r hundred and 
seventeen), e:-1titled "An act for the safety of persons 
from fire or panic in certain buildings, not in cities of 
the first and second classes, by providing proper exits, 
fire-escapes, fire-extinguishers, and other preventives 
of fire; l1y vc·sting jurisdiction for the enforcement of 
this act in the Department of Factory Inspection; and 
by prodding proper penalties for any violation of the 
same," which, as last amended by an act, approved the 
se,·enth clay .Jf June, one thousand nine hundred and 
nineteen (Pamphlet Laws, four hundred and six), 
entitled "A11 act to further amend sections one and 
two of an act, approved tbe third day of May, one 
thousand nine hundred and nine (Pamphlet Laws, four 
hundred and seventeen), entitled 'An act for the safety 
of persons from fire or panic in certain buildings, not 
in cities of the first and second classes, by providing 
proper exits, fire-escapes, fire-extingnisl1ers, and other 
preventives cf fire; by vesting jurisdiction for the en
forcement of this act in the Department of Factory 
Inspection ; and by providing proper penalties for any 
violation of the same,' as amended," reads as follows:-

"Section 1. That every building in this Comm.on
wealth, other than buildings situated in cities of the 
first and second classes, having more than two stories, 
and buildings having one or more galleries above the 
first or ground floor, now used or hereafter to be nsed~ 
in whole or in part, as a public building, office building, 
public 01· prh-ate institution, sanatorium, surgical 
institute, asylum, hospital, schoolhouse, academy, 
dormitory, college, hotel, restaurant; and every build
ing nRe<l 01· 'ileTeafter to be used, in whole or in part, 
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as a theatre, moving-picture theatre, public ball, lodge 
ball, or place of public resort; and every building in 
which persons are employed above the second story in a 
factory, workshop, or mercantile establishment; and 
every boarding-house or lodging-house, used cxclusiv~ly 
for such purpose, in which persons reside or lodge 
above the second story; and every tenement-house, 
apartment-house or flat, occupied by two or more 
families above the first story, shall be equipped either 
with an aufomatic sprinkler system or with an auto
matic fire-alarm system to be approved by the Conir 
missioner of Labor and Industry, and in all cases shall 
be provided with proper ways of egress or means of 
escape from fire, sufficient for the use of all persons 
accommodated, assembled, employed, lodged, or re
siding therein; and such ways of egress and means of 
escape shall be kept free from obstruction, in goorl re
pair, properly lighted, and ready for use, at all times; 
and all rooms above the second story in said buildings 
shall be provided with more than one way of egress 
or escape from fire, which shall be placed as near as 
practical at opposite ends or sides of the building, 
and leading to stairways on the inside, or, where not 
possible to provide such stairways, to stair-towers or 
fire-escapes on the outside of such buildings: Pro
vided, That in all such buildings hereafter erected, such 
ways of egress or means of escape from fire shall be 
located within the walls of the building, and at least 
oue of suc'1 ways of egress or means of escape from fire 
shall be an enclosed stair-tower of fire-resistive con
struction, except that properly constructed bridges be
tween two separate buildings, or parts of buildings, 
separated by approved fire-walls, may be accepted in 
lieu of such inside stairway by the Commissioner of 
Labor and Industry: And provided further, That the 
Commissioner of Labor and Industry may order fire
walls to be built in buildings already erected or which 
may hereafter be erecterl, where in his judgment the 
erection of such fire-walls is necessary to the reason
able safe protection of the immates. Such ways of 
egress or rneans of escape from fire, or fire-wa Us, shall 
be in accordance with standards drawn up by the In
dustrial Board of the Department of Labor and In
dustry. Where any of said buildings is designated for 
use or occupancy of fifty or more persons, the external 
doors of the same shall open outward, shall be kept 
unlocked and ready for instant use at all times, and 
be so constructed or arranged as to afford, when open, 
an unobstructed passageway of not less than five feet 
in the clear. Where such doors lead from stairways, 
there shall be landings inside the external i!oorways of 
dimensions not less than four feet between the external 
doors and the adjoining stairways; said landings to he 
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of a width Jnot less than the stairway approaches 
thereto," i~ hel'eby amended to read as follows:-

t';e('tion l. That every building in this Common
«rooith, othel' than buildings situated in cities of the 
ftlir:st and second classes, having more than two stories, 
:and buildings having one or more galleries above the 
1fir~t or ground floor, now used or hereafter to be used, 
~n whole or in part, as a public building, office building, 
public or private institution, sanatorium, surgical in
stitute, asylum, hospital, schoolhouse, academy, dor
mitory, colle,5e, hotel, restaurant; and every building 
used or he~·e.1fter to be used, in whole or in part, as 
a theatre, rr oving-picture theatre, public hall, lodge 
hall, or place of public resort; and every building in. 
which persons are employed above the second story in 
a factory, worln;hop, or mercantile establi>;hment; and 
every boarding-house or lodging-house, nsed exdu>;i\·ely 
for sneb puq ose, in wllich persons reside or lodgc> above 
the seeornl Rtory; and every tenement-house, apartment
honse or flat, occupied by two or more families above 
fb1~ first story, shall be equipped either with an auto
matic sprink er system or with an automatic fire-alarm 
system, in ail cases required by t.-:e Cornrnissioner of 
Labor and h:.dustry and to be approved by him, and in 
.ail eaRes sha:I be provided with proper ways of egress 
ur means of escape from fire, sufficient for the uRe of 
all persons accommodated, assembled, employed, 
lodged, or rrniding therein ; and snch ways of egress 
and means of escape shall be kept free from ob8tn1c
tion, in good r·epair, properly lighted, and ready for nse, 
at all times; and all roomi:; a hove the second story in 
said buildings shall be provirled with more than one 
way of egres~: or escape from the, which shall bc> plar·ed 
as near as 1:raf'tieal at oppo8ite ends or sidPs of the 
hnilflings, and lc>ading to stair·ways on the inside. or, 
where not p088ihle to provide sneh stairways. to stair
it:owers or fire-esc·apes on the outi;idP of snrh buildings: 
lProvidc>d, That in all i::nf'h hnildingi:: hPreafter pr·e<'terl, 
suf·h way8 of Pgress or lll<'<lllS of p>;rare from fht• shall 
be loeated within tlw wall8 of the building, nnrl at 
lPa>;t one of :;;neh ways of t•g-1·('>;8 or· mP:rni- of PS<'a)!P from 
tir·p shall l·e an e1u·lo8Pd 8tair-tmyp1· of tire-1·e>;isti,-e 
eonstr·uetion, exl'ept that properly eo11strm·te1l h1·idges 
hPtWPPn two separate hnilding>;, or parts of lrnilclings. 
separatPd liy approved fire-wall>;, may l>P af'!·e1:.frcl in 
lieu of snch inside 8tairway hv the Co111missionPr of 
Lahor and fndnstry: And i>ro~·ir]pfl fmther. That the 
CommiRsioner of La hor and Ind mitn maY orrl<'I' fhe
wa lls to l!P hnilt in huildinp·s nlrc>:11ly. pJp•·tpd or w~iid1 
ma,· ht>1·eaftt·1· lH' t>ref'1Pd. \\-he1·e in Iii~ j:11!!!;1111•11t tl·p 
Pl'l'°i·tion of 1'11 c·h fire-walls ·is 11ec·p.;s;1r\· to ti l' r< .. 18 11•nhlt> 
safe protedion of the iumates. Sncl; ways of egTess or 
means of PH1'ape from fire, or fire-walls, shall be in 
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accordance with standards drawn up by the Industrial 
Board of the Department of Labor and Industry. 
Where any of said buildings is designated for use or 
occupancy of fifty or more persons, the external doors Doors. 

of the same shall open outward, shall be kept unlocked 
and ready for instant use at all times, and be so con
structed or arranged as to afford, when open, an un
obstructed passageway of not less than five feet in the 
Clear. Where such doors lead from stairways, there 
shall be landings inside the ,external doorways of Landings. 

dimensions not less than four feet between the external 
doors and the adjoining stairways; saitl landings to 
be of a width not less than the stairway approaches 
thereto. 

APPROVED-The 20th day of April, A. D. 1921. 

WM. C. SPROUL. 

No. 108. 

AN ACT 

Establishing a Bureau of Statistics and Information in the De
partment of Internal Affairs; providing for the appointment 
of officers and employes, and providing for the fixing of their 
duties, powers, and compensation; making it the duty of the 
Secretary of Internal Affairs to furnish statistical data pro' 
vided for in this act to the beads of the State Government for 
the use of their departments, upon requisition ; making it the 
duty of persons, associations, copartnerships, corporations, and 
municipal and other public officers to furnish information re
quired ; prescribing penalties for violation of such duty; and 
repealing certain acts. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That, pursuant to the 
requirements of the Constitution, there is hereby es
tablished, within the Department of Internal Affairs 
of the Commonwealth, a Bureau of Statistics and In
formation. 

Section 2. The Secretary of Internal Affairs is au
thorized to appoint a chief of said bureau and such 
other officers and employes as may be necessary to 
carry out the purposes of this act, to prescribe their 
duties, and fix their compensation. He may also use 
temporarily any clerks or employes of the Department 
of Internal Affairs in.the bureau as occasion may re
quire. 

Section 3. The bureau shall collect, compile, and 
publish all statistics and useful data and information 
relating to labor, coal mining, oil and gas production, 
manufacturing industries, commercial operations, pub
lic service companies, municipalities, maritime in
terests, and other business of the State; and, in order 
to facilitate the duties herein imposed, all persons, 
associations, copartnerships, and corporations, en
gaged as herein described, within this Commonwealth, 
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